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FOR FBO AND EUR/EE 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: ABLD, BU 

SUBJECT: NEW CHANCERY SITE 

REF: (A) STATE 162528; (B) SOFIA 1779 

1 . AMBASSADOR ILIEV, HEAD OF BUREAU FOR SERVICES TO 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS (BODK) MET WITH AMBASSADOR AND 
ADMIN OFFICER AUG 23 AT ILIEV'S REQUEST TO DISCUSS 

GOB CONCERN OVER PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN ACQUIRING NEW 
SITE FOR BULGARIAN EMB IN WASHINGTON. ILIEV ASKED 
THAT DEPT INTERVENE ON GOB BEHALF. AMB EXPLAINED 
NATURE OF PROBLEM AS WE UNDERSTOOD IT (REFS A AND B) 
STRESSING LIMITS TO WHAT DEPT CAN DO. AMB SUGGESTED 
THAT AMB POPOV DISCUSS MATTERS DIRECTLY WITH THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTS GROUP TO ALLAY THEIR FEARS 
OF HIGH-RISE STRUCTURES AND STEEL FENCES OR ANY OTHER 
ALTERATION AFFECTING ASTHETICS OF THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD. 
AMB ASSURED ILIEV THAT DEPT WOULD DO ALL IT COULD BUT 
ANYTHING SMACKING OF "INTERFERENCE" ON OUR PART 
COULD HAVE NEGATIVE EFFECT ON SITUATION. 

2. ILIEV THEN SAID THAT BODK PREPARED TO SHOW US 
THREE NEW SITES ON THE EAST SIDE OF SOFIA, THE AREA 
FOR WHICH WE HAD EXPRESSED PREFERENCE, AND ARRANGE- 
MENTS WERE MADE TO INSPECT THEM TOGETHER. AMB, DCM, 
AND ADMINOFFICER THUS VISITED THREE SITES WITH ILIEV 
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HAD BEEN SHOWN IN PAST. 

A. SITE NO. 10 - LOCATED IN NORTH-NORTHEAST 

SIDE OF CITY. IT IS AN OLD RESIDENTIAL AREA LOCATED ON 
BELI ISKUR, ISKUR AND KOVACHEV STREETS, NORTHEAST OF 
VOLGOGRAD BLVD, BORDERING WITH ONE CORNER ON A 
CHARMING OLD ONE-BLOCK PARK AND ON THE OTHER CORNER 
ABUTTING ON PRIVATE ONE-FAMILY DWELLINGS AND SMALL 
APARTMENT HOUSES, ALL IN FAIRLY DECENT STATE OF 
REPAIR. PROPERTY IS PRESENTLY COVERED WITH FAMILY 
DWELLINGS WHICH WE WERE ASSURED WOULD BE REMOVED UNDER LONG- 
STANDING CITY PLANS. TLTF.V SAID A PORTION OF THIS SITE WOULD BE HELD 
BY THE GOB FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW KINDERGARTEN. THIS SITE IS 
WITHOUT DOUBT BEST LOCATED AND ESTHETICALLY SUPERIOR 
TO PREVIOUS SITES WE HAVE BEEN SHOWN. IT MEETS OUR 
CRITERIA FOR A CENTRALLY LOCATED SITE, NOT IN A GHETTO 
ENVIRONMENT, IS CLOSE TO OTHER FOREIGN EMBASSIES AND 
NOT TOO FAR FROM THE NEW FOREIGN MINISTRY NOW UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION. IT IS ABOUT TEN MINUTE WALK FROM 
ALEXANDER NEVKSY CATHEDRAL AND FROM THE UNIVERSITY, 

AND CLOSER TO THE OPERA. THE TOTAL PARCEL AVAILABLE 
IS GREATER THAN OUR NEEDS BUT WE CAN TAKE LESS THAN 
THE WHOLE. 

B. SITE NO. 1 1 - LOCATED IN EAST-NORTHEAST 
PORTION OF CITY BORDERED BY KUTLOVITSA, KOBILINO, 

ZHIVKO NIKOLOV AND YUNDOLA STREETS, NOT FAR FROM 
INTERSECTION OF BOTEVGRADSKI SHOSE AND HRISTO 
KABAKCIEV BLVDS, THE AREA, BY BULGARIAN STANDARDS STILL A 
HIGH-PRESTIGE NEIGHBORHOOD, CONSISTS OF OLD ONE AND 
TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS, AND THE LOT SHOWN TO US BORDERS 
ON A LARGE, MODERN, BUT NOT TOO ATTRACTIVE TECHNICAL 
INSTITUTE. IT IS ABOUT ONE-HALF MILE FROM SOME OTHER 
FOREIGN EMBASSIES, NOT TOO FAR (ABOUT ONE MILE) FROM 

THE NEW FOREIGN MINISTRY NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION, BUT 
A BIT AWAY FROM CENTER OF THE CITY. NEARNESS OF A MAJOR 
TRUCK ROUTE AND THE ADJACENT TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 
MAKE IT SOMEWHAT LESS DESIRABLE THAN SITE NO. 10. 

HERE TOO WE ARE OFFERED MORE LAND THAN WE NEED. 
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C. SITE NO. 12 - LOCATED IN SOUTH-SOUTH-EAST 
SECTOR OF CITY FACING LOVEN PARK. AREA IS 
ADJACENT TO A NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT, MOSTLY RATHER 
UGLY HIGH-RISE (BY BULGARIAN STANDARDS) APARTMENT 
BUILDINGS. IT IS REMOVED FROM THE CENTER OF THE CITY 
WITH DIFFICULT ACCESS, RUTTED AND POT HOLED STREETS 
WHICH AMB ILIEV SAID WOULD BE REPLACED BY WIDE NEW 
ACCESS ROAD. POSITION FACING PARK IS AN ASSET, BUT 
SITE IS A SUBSTANTIAL DISTANCE FROM MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND MOST OTHER EMBASSIES EXCEPT THE SOVIET 
(WHICH. HOWEVER, IS CLOSER IN AND ON A MAJOR 
THOROUGHFARE WITH BACK ON THE SAME PARK). 

IT DOES NOT MEET OUR NEEDS. 

3. COMMENT: WE HAVE REQUESTED SITE PLANS AND 
ENGINEERING DRAWINGS OF SITES 10 AND 11. SITE 10 
UNDOUBTEDLY IS THE ONE WE SHOULD GO FOR. THOUGH 
NATURALLY THERE ARE NUMBER OF PROBLEMS TO BE OVERCOME. 

WE HAVE LITTLE DOUBT THAT SITES 10 AND 1 1 WERE EITHER 
HELD IN RESERVE OR PRODUCED AT SPECIAL INITIATIVE AND 
PROBABLY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SHOWN IF GOB HAD NOT RUN 
INTO TROUBLE IN WASHINGTON. AMB POPOV, WITH WHOM 
AMBASSADOR LUNCHED JUST BEFORE POPOV S RETURN TO WASHINGTON, 
SEEMS TO SUSPECT DEPT’S HAND BEHIND HIS TROUBLES IN 
ACQUIRING ROSED ALE, AND PROBABLY NUDGED ILIEV IN OUR 
DIRECTION. INSOFAR AS POPOV'S SUSPICIONS LED TO OUR 

BEING SHOWN MORE DESIRABLE PROPERTY, THIS IS NOT 
NECESSARILY BAD. BUT THERE IS STRONG POSSIBILITY 
THAT IF POPOV'S TROUBLES WITH ROSED ALE CONTINUE, 
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SITES 10 AND 1 1 MAY BE WITHDRAWN. 

4. SECOND PROBLEM, OF COURSE, IS MONEY. WE MAY EXPECT 
THAT THE GOB WILL ATTEMPT TO RECOVER ITS ENTIRE 
WASHINGTON COSTS THROUGH THE PRICE THEY CHARGE US 
HERE, DESPITE THE DIFFERENCE IN REAL ESTATE PRICES 

IN THE TWO CITIES. ONE RESULT OF PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS 
OF "CASHLESS EXCHANGE" (OR "WASH TRANSACTION"), IN THE 
CONTEXT OF THE VAN NESS PROPERTY, HAS BEEN TO FIX 
IN BULGARIAN MINDS THE IDEA OF BALANCING 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


ACQUISITION COSTS IN THE TWO CITIES. (WHEN PREVIOUSLY 
QUERIED ABOUT PRICES FOR THE "GOLDEN GHETTO" SITE 
NO. 9, ILIEV REPLIED THERE WAS NO NEED TO QUOTE ANY 
NOW SINCE BODK WOULD BE GUIDED BY COST OF PROPERTY IT 
WOULD ACQUIRE IN WASHINGTON.) 

5. ALL THIS BEING SAID, WE DO CONSIDER SITE 10 VERY 
DESIRABLE AND WILL SUBMIT PLANS TO FBO AS SOON AS 
RECEIVED. WE WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE THEREAFTER FBO'S INITIAL COMMENTS AND 
AUTHORIZATION TO OPEN NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE SITE. 

HERZ 
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